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Merthyr Tydfil Public Library Service, as part of Wellbeing@Merthyr, are aware of the challenges 

that low budgets and low staffing can bring. We have been pleased that during our self-assessment 

of the new Framework we are reporting a solid basis on which to build. 

 As reported in the previous Future Direction statement 17-18, it would be erroneous to suggest that 

in the current financial climate there will be significant investment, and no doubt there will be 

continuing pressures on the current budgets. However there is still commitment from the Board of 

Trustees and the Local authority to support library services in Merthyr Tydfil in the coming years and 

a recognition of their statutory nature. 

Co-location has improved services over the past framework and a new community library has 

opened in a school, run by volunteers but supported with staff time and stock from the main library 

service. The work at this service point has stalled over recent months with a new head teacher and 

school structure being put in place but it is hoped that this will restart in the next few months as 

things settle for the school inn question. When fully operational we hope to start reporting on it. 

The extension to this framework, as recently discussed in the SCL meeting is also welcomed as it will 

allow us to consolidate our offer and measure our impacts with a focus on the Wellbeing of Future 

Generations Act (Wales) and Ways of Working. 

Merthyr Tydfil Library Service benefits from a strong, committed team and the support of the staff 

as our most valued resource will help us to deliver against the Welsh Public Library Standards. Our 

focus for the next year will be embedding the Ways of Working and the Wellbeing of Future 

Generations Act (Wales) into our service delivery, refocussing our delivery plans and strategy to 

more clearly define the links and demonstrating our value to partners as a service in social 

prescribing.  We will continue to develop services in line with the WPLS and will be working cross-

sectorally to support some exciting developments around Heritage and Local History in the local 

area, alongside promoting reading and children’s services that we have been concentrating on for 

the last year or so. We will be continuing to develop our offer for schools and individuals and while 

we may be constrained in some ways by our staffing levels and budgets, we believe we can achieve 

an excellent service for those who live, work or visit the borough. 

 

 


